
Doubt and Unbelief 
 

 

Go to Ephesians 6:10. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 

his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 

of the devil.” By now, you know the word ‘wiles’ is methodeia in Greek and where we get 

our English word ‘method.’ Paul is speaking about the methods and strategies of the devil. 

These are what he and his evil army uses against us as described further on in verse 12. If 

you have not done so already, circle the word ‘wiles’ and write methodeia, the method or 

methods in the margin of your Bible.  

 

In the last several chapters, I have been describing some of the important methods you need 

to recognize that the devil uses against us in order to destroy our faith. In this chapter, I will 

show you another Greek word, apistia. Many of you may already know the Greek word 

pistis or pisteuo; the word apistia is the opposite of pistis. The best definition I can give for 

this word is faithlessness, uncertainty, weakness of faith, distrusting God’s Word, or 

unbelief.  As I have said before, one of the most frequently used methods of the devil is to 

try and bring us to a point where we have doubts, specifically in God’s Word. That is how 

he attacked Eve, by convincing her to question God’s authority, His promise, and His 

Word. He brought Eve down that way and eventually Adam as well.  

 

Although many of us have doubts, you are not sinning if you have doubts, as many 

preachers want you to believe. The problem is when doubts lead to unbelief. For example, 

everybody is tempted at one time or another. However, are you sinning if you do not fall 

for the temptation? Of course not. This is not a message about sin. I sin daily. I sin 

constantly. I sin when I do not even realize it, but thank God, the blood covers me. When I 

look back on events later and realize maybe I should not have done or said something, I 

thank God I am covered constantly by Christ’s blood, as long as I remain a faither in His 

Word as someone who will trust and walk in faith with every fiber in my being. I must 

continually try to understand His Word through praying and faithing through the Holy 

Spirit that Christ will save me and provide to me the necessary tools to have more of Christ 

and less of myself. Nonetheless, I will be sinning the day I go home to my reward or am 

raptured, but either way, the blood of Jesus Christ covers me. Knowing this does not give 

me a license to sin, instead, know we will sin no matter what, and we run back to the Book, 

run back to the Word, run back to God and say, “Lord, thank God for your blood. Because 

of your death, because you died once, I am redeemed from the penalty of death.” However, 

back to the subject of this chapter, doubts are apistia. Write that definition in your Bibles.  

 

With that introduction, the topic of this chapter is faithlessness, another method the devil 

uses to bring us to a point where we doubt God’s Word, which eventually develops into the 

state of unbelief. Along with that, there are three different ways the devil uses this doubt 

that leads to unbelief.  

 

First, Satan plants these seeds of doubt to accomplish his main goal of bringing you to the 

point of rejecting Christ. Remember, the devil and his demonic army is working on you 



 

 

 

constantly, especially on new Christians who do not have a firm foundation in God’s 

Word. It is most serious for these new Christians because they do not have all the 

experiences that deeply root them into the soil. Their soil at this point is stony and full of 

weeds and when something comes their way, they question why God allowed it to happen. 

This happens especially where Christianity is preached as everything is going to be fine 

and rosy with no problems. We need to know that when problems come our way, God will 

see us through His way. Even though, many want to get through problems in their own 

way, that is not the way God works, so Satan plants this seeds of doubt to bring you to a 

point of completely rejecting Christ. Next, Satan will create doubt to bring you to a point 

where you have no confidence in God’s power. And last, Satan will create doubt in you so 

you have no confidence in God’s Word. 

 

Let’s begin by taking a closer look at each area, let us look at Satan’s first goal of getting us 

to reject Christ, doubting whether he even exists. Some say he was just a myth, and He was 

not what He said He was. You have probably come across many individuals in your 

lifetime where you have had the opportunity to present why you follow Christ. I am sure, as 

you explained the reasons why you are a follower of Christ, they probably said or did 

something to mock you or completely reject what you are saying, implying you are a nut, 

or trying to make you understand that you are wasting your time following Christ. Perhaps 

they think you should be pursuing your own ways, living for what you can get here and 

now. In addition, I am also sure some of you have been hurt or felt rejected, wondering why 

they cannot see what you see. What you need to understand is not everyone is called and 

not everyone is chosen. That is in God’s Word. I do not know why God chose me. I do not 

know why God chose you, but God does and that is what is important. If you are going to 

be joyous about something, be joyous about this when you face another hard day. Tell 

yourself, “God chose me. I can’t figure out why He chose me, but there is something He 

sees in me. If everything seems to be depressed around me, I am going to remember this 

one thing - God chose me! I can’t see it now, but once Jesus comes for His church, I can’t 

wait to see what He has planned for me throughout eternity.” The next time you are feeling 

down, the next time you are feeling rejected, the next time you are feeling like the pressure 

cooker of life is about ready to do you in, stop and think how lucky you are. I always have 

to remind myself how lucky I am that God chose me and not just for His purposes down 

here, which is just a short time in comparison to the eons of time still yet to come. That 

concept is hard to imagine, but God chose me for a grand purpose and I do not have any 

imagination what it is going to be like. I cannot even imagine what it is going to be like, and 

why He has chosen me, and for what purpose He has chosen me. Some Christians live in a 

tunnel and cannot see outside that tunnel. Expand your horizons and start understanding 

there is a bigger picture. We are just here training for eternity and the devil’s goal is to do 

anything he can to stop you before you get to that state. It is unfortunate that I have known 

Christians for 10 to 15 years that all of a sudden out of nowhere decide to reject Christ. 

They turn to a different type of religion or no religion at all, because they never understood 

Christ for who He was.  

 

With that, let us see how this rejection begins. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

will make the point about how Satan attacks us with doubts. First, go to Matthew 13:53, 

where Christ is rejected. “And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 



 

 

 

parables, he departed thence.  

And when he was come into his own country [or where He grew up] he taught them in 

their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, [Although we do not know exactly 

what Christ was saying, they could not believe what they were hearing] and said, Whence 

hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?  

Is not this the carpenter’s son? [“Isn’t this Joseph’s kid?”] is not his mother called Mary? 

and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?  

And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? 

And they were offended in him.”  

 

I want you to pay close attention to verse 57 because I am going to compare this story to the 

Gospel writers Mark and Luke and their interpretation of the same story. Verse 57 says 

“And they were offended in him.” The Greek is very clear. The phrase is saying they were 

displeased, not acknowledging His authority. Meaning they could not believe the authority 

of what He was saying. In this verse, the King James translation does not give a complete 

understanding of what was happening. Once we understand the Greek, the rejection Christ 

experience can also be understood. It is important to know where verse 57 reads, “And 

they were offended in him,” it should actually read, “And they were displeased, not 

acknowledging his authority.” In other words, they were rejecting everything about Jesus 

and everything Jesus was saying. This is the rejection of Christ. These men in the 

synagogue had no trust in what Christ was saying, but Christ continues in the same verse to 

respond, “But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own 

country, and in his own house. And he did not many mighty works there because of their 

unbelief.” That word ‘unbelief’ is the Greek word apistia, the ‘faithlessness, weakness of 

faith, uncertainties, distrust of Jesus,’ not unbelief.  Re-read these verses using the correct 

Greek translations, “And they were displeased, not acknowledging His authority. . . .And 

he did not many mighty works there because of their apistia.”  As I said, this is total 

rejection. Satan was able to plant enough doubts so the effect was unbelief or apistia, the 

opposite of faith.  

 

Mark 6:1 also records this particular story where Jesus faced rejection in His own 

hometown. “And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his 

disciples follow him. And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the 

synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished [they marveled at what He was 

saying] saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which 

is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?  

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Judas, 

and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were [once again] offended at 

him.”  Here, in this verse, the Greek word is ‘distrusted.’ They would not acknowledge 

His authority in Matthew record and here they did not even trust Him. Anything Christ said 

would be rejected because they did not trust Jesus or believe what He was saying was true. 

Verse 6 records Christ’s response, “But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without 

honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.  

And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, 

and healed them.  

And he marveled because of their unbelief.” Once again, this is the same Greek word 



 

 

 

apistia. “He marveled because of their faithlessness, their distrust, their weakness of 

faith, their unbelief.”  
 

So, in Matthew we have it that they were displeased and did not trust His authority, but in 

Mark a different word is used which means they distrusted Him. Now to get the complete 

picture of Jesus’ words, we need to go to Luke, which shows why it is important to 

understand the different versions of this story written by three different authors.  

 

Luke 4:16 records the event in this way, “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and 

stood up for to read.  

In the following verses, Luke gives us a more complete picture of why they were 

displeased with Christ and not trusting what He was saying. Verse 17 continues, “And 

there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias [Isaiah]. And when he had 

opened the book, he found the place where it was written,  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 

the poor [meaning, preaching to people who were spiritually helpless]; he hath sent me to 

heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance [or remission of sins] to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,  

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.”  

 

Imagine that picture! I wish I could have seen that. Here Jesus is preaching, “The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the spiritual 

helplessness,” including to the ones who were sitting there. They might be thinking at the 

time that they were full of God’s Spirit, but Jesus says He was here to preach to them who 

were spiritually in need of help in order “to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 

to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind.” Here you should also know that the 

phrase, “to preach deliverance to the captives” means the remission of sins.  

 

Imagine what those religious men were thinking in that synagogue at the time! Christ was 

telling them He was there for “recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 

are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he 

gave it again to the minister.” When Christ gave the book back He was saying, “There you 

go, I’m finished” then He went back and sat down. The rest of verse 20 tells us, “And the 

eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.” Just imagine all those 

people! Yes, we can read this story in Matthew and Mark, but only here in Luke do we get 

the full picture. Imagine all those people just staring at Jesus. I can only imagine what was 

going through their minds. Probably something like, “How dare this man, this carpenter’s 

son walk in here and start reading scripture to us from the book of Isaiah saying the Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me.” Put flesh and blood on this story. Jesus is talking about Himself. 

Read verse 18 again, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the spiritual helplessness ones; he hath sent me to heal the 

broken-hearted, to preach the remission of sins to the captives, and recovering of sight to 

the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” That is a tall order for anyone. They did 

not look at Him as a Messiah and they did not look at Him as an anointed one. They were 



 

 

 

probably looking at Him as some lunatic full of pride, ego, which came off the street and 

started reading from the book of Isaiah. “And he closed the book, and he gave it again to 

the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were 

fastened on him.” If I only could have been there while that was happening, the piercing 

eyes of all those religious know-it-alls who were spiritual experts in the Word of God 

pierced right through Him. They were like lasers glaring down on Jesus. But verse 20 tells 

us, “And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.” 

 

What Christ says in verse 21, was really what caused them to lose control. Verse 21 says, 

“And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” In 

other words, Christ tells them, “I just told you, I am the one filled with the Spirit, I am the 

one anointed to do all these things I just read, that Isaiah mentioned centuries ago.. Now it 

is fulfilled in your ears and I am the one.” These religious individuals knew what He was 

referring to, but there was no way they were going to accept it. They thought Christ was a 

heretic or a lunatic. There is no way that they were going to understand or accept Christ’s 

words. They had the preconceived notion that Jesus was no more than just a carpenter’s 

son, a nobody in their eyes, and definitely not someone who could fulfill what the prophet 

Isaiah described as the Messiah in his book.  

 

Verse 22 goes on with the story, “And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 

words (No, the Greek says, “and wondered at the words of grace.”) which proceeded out 

of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?  

And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: 

whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.  

And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.  

But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of [Elijah], when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all 

the land;  

But unto none of them was [Elijah] sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a 

woman that was a widow.  

And many lepers were in Israel in the time of [Elisha] the prophet; and none of them was 

cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.” In other words, there were plenty of widows in 

Elijah’s day and plenty of lepers in Elisha’s day, but only a few had the faith to trust the 

Word of the Lord for their needs in their situation and circumstance, and so too here. 

 

Verse 28 continues, “And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were 

filled with wrath. [The Greek word is more descriptive describing a boiling up with the 

intent to kill someone.] This verse could be read as, “And all they in the synagogue, when 

they heard these things, were filled with wrath that was boiling up, [with the intent to kill 

Jesus]  

And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill 

whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. [to kill Him] 

But he, passing through the midst of them, went his way.” 
 

I find it amusing that in verse 30 somehow Jesus just slipped through their hands. “But he, 

passing through the midst of them, went his way.”  When they arrived to the placed were 



 

 

 

they intended to cast Jesus headlong down with the intention to kill Him they asked, “What 

happened to Him? Where did He go?” I get amused reading God’s Word at times because 

of how stupid, incompetent, and foolish they must have felt. There is no record of it, but I 

wonder if anyone stopped to ask, “Wow, where did He disappear to? Maybe we should 

listen to what He has to say. Maybe He is saying something that we should listen to. There 

is no record of any person saying, “I am going to go find Him because I don’t know how He 

disappeared. There are so many of us and only one of him, how could He possibly slip 

away?” What I want you to understand is that while Christ was in the synagogue in verse 

28, the devil was creating seeds of doubt that led to unbelief. Just the same, the devil will 

plant seeds of doubt in our minds so that we do not take a second look at God’s Word, 

because of preconceived notions about Christianity and the mockery most religious leaders 

have made of God’s Word. You cannot turn on Christian television today without seeing 

somebody giving out handkerchiefs or vials of water for a miracle healing or whatever 

need you may have. If these ministries really wanted to heal people, they would just go to 

any of the local hospitals full of sick people rather than renting a large stadium. I have been 

around long enough to know that the main purpose of that is to get a large offering from a 

large crowd. Do not tell me those are healing ministries. Christ does not need to have a 

healing ministry that rents out stadiums so people can gather to be healed when there are 

plenty of doctor’s offices they could stand in front of. If a ministry truly has the calling and 

truly has the gift of healing, they do not need a stadium gathering of people needing 

healing. Within a 20-mile radius of this ministry, I could send them to a dozen convalescent 

hospitals full of sick elderly people. I could give you addresses of people that I know who 

are sick, including myself. Come and heal me right now if you have a healing ministry. 

Instead, they wait for particular times, with the right settings, the right kind of music in the 

background, the right kind of spiritual one-upmanship to convince the gullible 

congregations that somehow they are in the presence of the Lord. My Bible says in 

Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.” That is only one example, but I could give many other scriptures telling 

you that when you are alone with the Lord, He is there with you, otherwise, why 

communicate to Him at all? Do not be a gullible Christian. Show me a true healing ministry 

that spends its time at the doorsteps of the hospitals. If you truly have the gift of healing, I 

am sure the hospital chaplains would be more than glad to see you. I do not know how I got 

off on that sidebar, but it needed to be said.  

 

To return to the subject of this chapter, verse 28 says, “And all they in the synagogue, 

when they heard these things, were filled with wrath [boiling up with the intent to kill].” 

The reason I read this story in all three books, Matthew, Mark, and Luke in the New 

Testament, is to point out the use of the word ‘offended.’ It is really two different words in 

the Greek. In Matthew 13:57, the phrase “offended in” should really be read as “displeased 

and not wanting to believe” anything that Jesus was saying. In Mark 6:3, the Greek word 

for “offended” is “they distrusted everything that Jesus was saying.” Finally, in Luke 4:28, 

not only could they not believe what was coming out of Jesus’ mouth, they went a step 

further. They so disbelieved and doubted, and were so full of uncertainties and the devil 

that they planned to kill Jesus. Their wrath was boiling up with the intention to kill. 

Whether you knowingly or unknowingly reject Christ, you are doing all three of these 

things yourself. You are displeasing, you are destroying, and you are killing all of the 



 

 

 

possibilities of Christ ever being in your life. You are killing off the possibility of Christ 

taking you over and telling you, “No, you had your way long enough. Now it is my way 

and I will make you a new creature. I will mold you and shape you into the vessel I want 

you to become.” 

 

Through the story in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we see that when Satan plants his seeds of 

doubt, the result is the rejection of Christ. I am sure as a Christian many of you have had the 

occasion to talk about Christ, and if you were rejected completely you probably wondered 

why that happened, but this is nothing new. People in Jesus’ own hometown rejected and 

disregarded Him because He was just a poor carpenter’s son. They doubted what He would 

know about God and God’s ways. They could not believe He called himself anointed and 

appointed as the Son of God to bring us deliverance, healing, and the remission of sins. So 

do not be surprised that they also believed He deserved to be dead. 

 

I remember as a college student at U.C.L.A. studying geology a certain professor, worked 

hard trying to convince everyone that the Christian religion specifically, and any religion in 

general, was nothing more than a farce. That professor was convinced that there is no 

possibility of a God or that we are a creation of God. We all evolved from a fish out of 

water into the state that we are now. They have rejected Christ and teenagers going off to 

college are going to be faced with those same individuals who will try to convince you to 

reject what you have been taught and to reject Christ and His Word. The only thing I can 

tell you is remember this message and say, “Get behind me Satan. God, help me to 

remember your Word when the time comes when I need it the most. Bring my mind into 

remembrance of what your Word says would happen when this occasion arises that brings 

me to doubt your Word, to doubt your existence.” It happened to Christ and it is going to 

happen to you. 

 

The second area of doubt the devil works on us is doubt that leads to unbelief. Remember, 

what happened in Matthew and Mark, led to unbelief. You may have heard about the sin of 

unbelief, which is rejecting Christ, His power, and His Word. If you remember anything in 

this message, remember the definitions from the verses in Matthew and Mark. The devil 

wants to plant the seeds of doubt in you so you have no confidence in His power. To 

illustrate this, once again, I am going to go to these three authors of the gospel books, 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who give the three different versions of the same story.  

 

Matthew 17:14 is where Jesus heals a boy possessed with a demon. It begins, “And when 

they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, 

and saying,  

Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth 

into the fire, and oft into the water. 

And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.  

Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless [apistos, in the Greek, meaning unfaithful] and 

perverse generation, [Christ is talking to His disciples here who could not cure the boy.], 

how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me.  

And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from 

that very hour.  



 

 

 

Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?” That 

was a good question. I would have asked the same thing, but Jesus already answered their 

question in verse 17 calling them, “O faithless [or unfaithful, the opposite of faithful and 

being full of faith] and perverse generation.” 

 

But return to verse 19 where the disciples ask, “Why could not we cast him out? 

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief [the Greek word here is apistia]: for 

verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, [a very small thing] ye 

shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 

nothing shall be impossible unto you.” In other words, Christ is telling them they have the 

strength, power, and ability. The Greek is very definite. Christ gave these apostles the 

strength, power, and ability, yet they could not even deliver this demon. Verse 21 

concludes, “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”  

 

Now this is where a whole doctrine of exorcism has been created. Interestingly, the last 

verse, verse 21, that says, “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting” is 

not even in the original. The King James translators added this verse in. Check the original 

manuscripts, check some sources, or go to the public commentary. This verse is not even in 

the original scripture, and was added in at a much later time. Jesus did not say, “Howbeit 

this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” Christ is saying, “Faith and the 

strength, the power, and the ability that I gave you alone should have cast out that demon,” 

but He did not add, “Oh, by the way, I forgot to tell you this kind only goes out by prayer 

and fasting.” It does not make any sense. To prove this, I will show you several different 

verses in the Gospels.  

 

First, go to Matthew 10:1, where Jesus chooses His twelve apostles. It states, “And when 

he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power [Here the Greek is very 

clear. It not only describes power, but it describes power and authority.] against unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” 

Christ gave them power and authority. 

 

Next, go to Mark 3:13, where again Christ chooses the twelve apostles. “And he goeth up 

into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him.  
And he ordained [No, appointed is a more accurate translation] twelve, that they should be 

with him, and that he might send them forth [Here, the Greek says to an appointed place] 

to preach.” No. Not to preach, but to proclaim that Jesus is here and He has come to 

redeem us. Verse 15 continues, “And to have power [The same Greek word used again as 

in Matthew.] This verse should read, “And to have power and authority to heal 

sicknesses, and to cast out devils.” 
 

Finally, go to Luke 9:1. I want you to understand what the Gospels are saying in regards to 

Matthew 17. That is why I am going through these different authors so you know where in 

God’s Word this is said. Luke 9:1 begins, “Then he called his twelve disciples together, 

and gave them power and authority over all devils and to cure diseases.  

And he sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.” Luke has it 

right. In Matthew and Mark, the King James translators just wrote ‘power,’ even though 



 

 

 

the Greek word means power and authority.  

 

With that, return to Matthew 17. Jesus gave them the power and the authority, which is 

why He could say in Matthew 17:17, “O faithless [apistos] and perverse generation….” 

Christ was talking to His disciples because He knew He gave to those disciples the power 

and the authority over these demons and devils. “You perverse generation, you faithless 

generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither 

to me.” You know what happened here. I just read it, but scratch out verse 21 in your Bible, 

because it was not in the original texts; the translators added it later.  

 

Just as with the previous story, let us compare this story in Matthew to Mark’s Gospel. The 

same story about the boy who is demon possessed is in Mark 9:14. “And when he came to 

his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 

them.  

And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 

running to him saluted him.  

And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?  

And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, 

which hath a dumb [or deaf] spirit;  

And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him; and he foameth, and gnasheth with his 

teeth and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and 

they could not.” The Greek for “could not” is ischuo. The King James translates this to say 

‘they could not,’ but the Greek actually says, and they did not have the strength to prevail. 

The disciples did not have the strength to prevail. Even though they had the authority and 

the power, they did not have the strength to prevail. You have to remember the disciples 

went around healing sick people, but for some reason they did not have the strength to 

prevail against these evil forces, even though Christ gave them the strength, authority, and 

power. 

 

The story continues in verse 19 with Christ speaking to His disciples, “He answered him, 

and saith, O faithless [apistos] generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall 

I suffer you? bring him unto me. 

And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; 

and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.  

And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a 

child. [This boy suffered from this demon possession since he was a child.]  

And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou 

canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.  

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe [The Greek word there is pisteuo, faith, 

meaning have faith in Christ] all things are possible to him that believeth. [The Greek text 

says “If thou canst faith, that I have the power to do it to the ones that faith in me.”]  

And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe 

[faithe]; help thou mine unbelief [or apistia].  

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, 

saying unto him, Thou dumb [speechless is a better translation] and deaf spirit, I charge 

thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.  



 

 

 

And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; 

insomuch that many said, He is dead.  

But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.  

And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not 

we cast him out?  

And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.”  
 

In this Gospel, one thing is added to the original. This verse should actually read, “And he 

said unto them, This kind of demon possession or evil spirit that is in this boy, come forth 

by nothing, but by prayer.” Now this is not just any prayer. In the Greek, this is the prayer 

addressed to God. In other words, you must be in constant communication, faithing in 

Christ and communicating with Christ. It might take a little more effort, but you still have 

the same power and authority, and your connection with Christ must be even stronger. 

Christ is telling them to turn on the faith muscles in their being that He had given them. 

These disciples had the power and authority given to them by Christ to exorcise this type of 

demon. Christ told them in verse 29, “This kind can come forth by nothing, but constant 

communication with me while delivering this particular type of demon.” Do not break 

the faith connection, but fasting is not in the original Greek manuscripts. Why would Christ 

give them power and authority, but not want them to eat anything first? Otherwise, He 

would have told them that, but it is not what He said. Yet doctrines have been developed 

around this, especially in the Catholic religion, to bring yourself to a state of, “I am praying 

and fasting. I am making myself holy because I am dealing with unholy beings.” My 

friend, you can pray and fast all you want, but fasting is not included as a way to deliver 

people from demons. It is through communication with God and being faithful to His 

Word, understanding that you do not come in by your power or your own authority. You 

come in His authority and His power. That is why it is so important that I preach the blood 

of Jesus Christ is what the keys of Hades and Heaven are. It is unfortunate that these 

deliverance ministries do not know what they are doing, and the devil is having great 

success because of it. If the devil cannot deceive you with the prosperity doctrine, he will 

deceive you with deliverance ministries. Men of God have made people gullible and ill 

taught by not teaching what the Word of God actually says on these subjects. These men 

are deceiving and lying because they do not understand what God’s Word says. However, I 

will give them the benefit of the doubt that they believe this is what God’s Word says. 

Nevertheless, the devil is still making the most of this. I am talking about the demonic 

forces that possess individuals. The devil will even subside and back off just to give the 

illusion that the demon is being cast out. I have read stories like this where it seemed like 

the demon-possessed person was cured, but after being delivered, a few months later they 

are attacked again even more ferociously than the first time.  

 

Returning to this story in Mark, verse 26 states, “And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 

and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.” 

Notice that prior to this in verse 25, Jesus commanded, “Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 

charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.” This makes me believe that 

people can be delivered from demon possession, if it is done correctly. But whoever is 

doing it, better remember to include “and enter no more into him.” 

 



 

 

 

The devil and his evil army are always seeking to put doubt in your mind. They want you to 

believe that there is no power in the blood of Jesus Christ, there is not any power in the 

words from this Book, and there is no power in Christ Jesus. The reason why Christ was so 

frustrated with His disciples is because He gave them the power and authority to heal 

people and see the results of it. It is joyous and something to praise God about! To watch it 

happen in front of your eyes is a faith builder and something wonderful that demonstrates 

Christ’s power!  

 

In Matthew 10, Christ gives the disciples their commission for that particular time. Many 

people think the disciples spent three-and-a-half years completely and constantly 

surrounded by Jesus. No, they did not. Christ gave them assignments at different times. 

Verse 1 tells us, “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them 

power against unclean spirits, [remember, this is power and authority in the Greek.] to 

cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” However, 

in Mark 3:13 it says, “And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he 

would: and they came unto him.  

And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth 

to preach.  

And to have power [and authority] to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils.” And to cast 

out devils!  

 

As I said, it is something to see Christ’s power used through you to heal people, and this is 

why I want you to learn about the spiritual warfare we are in. Be ready for it, be prepared 

for it and expect it. It is said so many times, “I am expecting a miracle today. Hallelujah!” 

How many preachers and how many people who are professing Christians are saying to 

themselves, “I am expecting a demonic attack today.” If you are expecting it and preparing 

for it, then when it happens, you will not be surprised and you will be ready to defeat what 

the enemy throws at you. These disciples went around healing people and I am sure they 

healed plenty of people, but when they came to a situation that questioned and put the seed 

of doubt in their minds, the disciples could not meet the challenge. They became faithless, 

as Jesus said, or apistos in the Greek, a faithless and a perverse individual. Yes, they could 

trust God and be full of faith in healing someone through the power of Christ’s name 

because the one asking for the healing was not necessarily the enemy. But, when the 

disciples came against a demon possessed individual, they came against the enemy; a 

vicious, ferocious, evil enemy who does not want deliverance and healing to take place. It 

is one thing having the healing process in common through need and the ability to heal, but 

it is another thing altogether to deliver someone from possession when the enemy does not 

want to leave. Because of that, the disciples’ faith became faithless when confronted by 

Christ’s enemy, which is also our enemy. They could not stand the test, and I am sure Jesus 

was surprised; although He still hoped they would not lose faith, but trust what He said.  

 

Christ said He would give them spiritual power and spiritual authority over everything, 

whether it was sickness or devils, and that they could accomplish what He commissioned 

them to do. In this situation, however, they did not because the devil took the opportunity 

to try to destroy those disciples’ faith by planting the seeds of doubt in their minds. The 

result was that they had no confidence in Christ’s power over the enemy. If you lack the 



 

 

 

confidence that Christ’s spirit in you provides, then you do not stand a chance in your faith 

walk against the enemy. If you live in a faithless perverse state of mind, you will be 

destroyed in a moment’s time just as the disciples were. As my mentor used to say, either 

you are going to be a Christian or not. We all need to have our complete confidence in His 

power without any doubts whatsoever! However, do not think I am at that state myself. I 

am a human being just like you. Sometimes I slip, but it does not change one iota what we 

should strive for or what His Word tells us to strive for.  

 

For the third example of doubt, we will concentrate on is how the devil plants seeds of 

doubt leading to a lack of confidence in His Word. In Hebrews 3, Paul is writing about 

Moses and the unfaithfulness of the children of Israel as they were coming out of Egypt. 

Even though God showed them many signs and miracles, they did not trust in Him at all, 

and they truly proved themselves a perverse generation. Hebrews 3:12 says, “Take heed, 

brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 

God.” The word ‘unbelief’ here is again the same Greek word, apistia, faithlessness, 

uncertainty in God’s Word, weakness of faith, and distrust, or as the King James says, 

unbelief. The last part of verse 12 says, “in departing from the living God,” but a better 

translation of that phrase is ‘withdrawing because of your unbelief, your distrust, your 

uncertainties, your doubts.’ This means that if your doubts lead to unbelief, then you are 

guilty of the sin of unbelief, and Paul uses the rest of this chapter to describe how the 

children of Israel demonstrated their sin of unbelief to God, even though they had 

witnessed and experienced all those signs, wonders, and miracles. As soon as any trial or 

circumstance arose, they fell instantly into the sin of unbelief. Just like you, of course, I am 

tempted with doubts, but it only leads to rebellion against God when I take those doubts 

and convert them into faithlessness and distrust in His Word. I pray every day that the Lord 

will help my unbelief if ever led to that point. I want God to do what is necessary to get me 

back to faith, rather than remain in the state of apistia. I want to be put back on the path of 

faith, no matter how hard or how tough it might be because I know in the long run in that is 

what pleases God and what is better for me spiritually.  

 

Paul continues in Hebrews 3:14 by writing, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we 

hold [or retain] the beginning of our confidence [or ‘firm foundation’ in Greek] steadfast 

unto the end. That is the criteria. No matter what we face along the way, we must have our 

firm foundation on Christ who is our foundation, our solid rock on which we stand until the 

end. 

  

Reading on to verse 15, “While it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts, as in the provocation.  

For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by 

Moses.  

But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose 

carcasses fell in the wilderness?”  

 

Here in Hebrews, Paul is referring to a story from Numbers 13 in the Old Testament.  

Beginning in Numbers 13:1 it reads, “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan [the promise land], which I give 



 

 

 

unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a 

ruler among them. 

And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran: 

all those men were heads of the children of Israel.” In these verses, God is saying to 

Moses, “I have given this land to you. Send men to search it out.” But, God is not just 

sending anyone; He is sending leaders of the tribes out to search this land. 

 

Moving down to verse 17 we read, “And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, 

and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the mountain:  

And see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong 

or weak, few or many;  

And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they be 

that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strongholds;  

And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. 

And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time 

of the firstripe grapes.” Moses knew what they saw might discourage them, so they were 

forewarned, and told ‘to be of good courage’ no matter what they saw or experienced. 

 

I bet there was a group of people excited to hear the leaders’ report. We know now that they 

could not wait to get to the Promised Land and were expecting a good report, but they 

wanted to get there without any obstacles, trials, or tribulation. That is why Paul warns us 

with Hebrews 3:14 to keep the firm foundation of Christ, to have confidence in Him and 

His Word until the end. We are to take the good reports along with the bad reports, 

knowing we are partakers with Christ and that our confidence is in the firm foundation, 

which are Christ and His Word, until the end. Just the same, that means He is going to be 

with us also for the good reports and the bad reports. Verse 25 tells what happened upon 

their return.  

 

“And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. 

And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the 

children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto 

them, and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 

And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it 

floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.  

Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and 

very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.  

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and 

the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the 

coast of Jordan.  
And Caleb stilled the people before Moses[Or calmed them down, because obviously they 

were very upset when they heard about the walled cities, the strong people, and the children 

of Anak, and whatever faith they had instantly turned into faithlessness.], and said, Let us 

go up at once, and possess it [“do not stop here and harden our hearts or become faithless 

because of the obstacles”]; for we are well able to overcome it.”  

 

Caleb made this statement because he knew God was on their side. No matter how great the 



 

 

 

wall was, no matter how many enemies there were, they saw the sea parted, they saw the 

Egyptian army destroyed, they saw the miracle of the quail. Caleb reminds them, “You 

have seen God’s power and authority over the seas that swallowed up the Egyptian army. 

You have seen God’s power and authority over the quail He sent us. Not to mention 

everything you saw before we left Egypt, all the signs, wonders, and plagues, and how your 

first-born males were saved, but not the Egyptians’. Do you think this group, these cities, 

and the children of Anak can stand up against our God? How can you not have confidence 

in His Word? How can you not have confidence in God?” Caleb saw it and he tried to 

convince the people of this when he said, “for we are well able to overcome it.” Never 

forget the devil and his demonic army wants to plant every seed of doubt in you so you will 

fail in the flesh. He wants to bring the flesh forefront and put God in the back seat. The 

devil wants to be the driver of the vehicle with God in the trunk, hidden and forgotten. He 

wants to drive you over the cliff to your own destruction. I cannot make it any simpler than 

that and God’s Word makes it quite easy to understand. 

 

Reading on to verse 31, they respond, “But the men that went up with him said, We be not 

able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.” I doubt it very seriously 

that what they were facing was any stronger than the Egyptian army was. In fact, I am 

willing to bet on it. It is my opinion, but I am willing to bet on it. If you believe the history 

books, the Egyptian army was much stronger than anything they were about ready to face, 

yet God destroyed the Egyptian army. This verse shows when you dwell in a faithless 

frame of mind instead of a faithful frame of mind trusting in God and His Word, black 

becomes white and white becomes black. After everything they experienced, all it took the 

devil was forty days to change the minds of these ten leaders, but not Joshua and Caleb. 

Ten of these leaders changed their minds enough to create doubt not only in themselves, 

but they planted the seed of doubt in the whole congregation. The Children of Israel totaled 

in the millions, and they were standing by to hear the report. 

 

They go on in verse 32 to say, “And they brought up an evil report of the land which they 

had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone 

to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we 

saw in it are men of a great stature. 

And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in 

our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”  

 

Exaggeration is often used when making a point. Believe me, I am a champion of excuse 

making. If I feel that God is telling me to do something, I will come up with a dozen 

excuses why I do not think He can make it happen. But, thank God, as I grow older, I am 

starting to understand that I better not dwell in that state of mind very long, because with 

God all things are possible. He strengthens us and gives us the ability to accomplish what 

we would not otherwise do. These people had decided that there were giants they could not 

face. Furthermore they were just grasshoppers waiting to be squashed by these ‘men of 

great stature.’ Talk about an insult to God. I am surprised God did not wipe them out at that 

moment. In spite of what He had brought them out of, the miracles He showed them, what 

He provided for them, to now reduce themselves down to a bunch of bugs to be squashed. 

Talk about over-exaggeration, talk about excuse making to justify a position about why 



 

 

 

they could not do something. They had no confidence in His Word. The children of Israel 

rejected God, rejected His power, and rejected His Word, because the seeds of doubt were 

planted in the minds of these leaders and they brought back an over-exaggerated report. 

The devil must have been laughing at that. What an insult to God.  

 

In chapter 14 the congregation responds. “And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 

and cried; and the people wept that night.  

And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the 

whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or 

would God we had died in this wilderness!  

And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our 

wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?”  
 

In Egypt, they were slaves with hard taskmasters beating them, and the only future for their 

children was to become slaves as well without any deliverance in sight. I do not know 

about you, but I would rather take my chances against the children of Anak and the giants, 

all the Amalekites, and all the other ‘ites’ than remain a slave. If there was no hope for my 

children, than I am going to go out fighting, but that was not what their frame of mind was. 

 

In Numbers 14:4 it says, “And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us 

return into Egypt.  

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of 

the children of Israel.  

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that 

searched the land, rent their clothes:  

And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which 

we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 

If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land 

which floweth with milk and honey.” Joshua and Caleb were trying to convince them not 

to go against God or God’s leaders. They told them, “Get your eyes off the circumstances. 

Get your mind off the bad report. We are telling you we can do it. God is on our side.” 

 

Verse 8 illustrates where the sin of unbelief takes you into rebellion against God, His 

Word, and His Son. It says, “Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the 

people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and 

the LORD is with us: fear them not. [Fear them not!]  

But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD 

appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel.” In this 

mindset, see how much easier it was to go back to Egypt and stone these followers of 

Moses and God’s way, and probably stone Moses and Aaron, too. They would probably 

take back their bodies as trophies thinking that the Egyptian pharaoh would be pleased by 

the murder of God’s anointed. Finally, at the end of verse 10, God had had enough and He 

intervened. He tells them because of their rebellion, because of their sin of unbelief, their 

faithlessness, and their distrust in God’s Word, none of them would see the promise land, 

only their children. Eventually, they would die in the desert after roaming around for 40 

years.   



 

 

 

 

It is this event that Paul was writing about in Hebrews 3:17. “But with whom was he 

grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the 

wilderness? 

And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed 

[or disobeyed and faithed in the Greek] not?  

So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief [apistia].” And that ‘rest’ was a 

type of Canaan, or Promised Land. Likewise, we will not enter into our rest, which is 

eternal life, if we allow ourselves to enter into the sin of unbelief, the sin of faithlessness, 

the sin of uncertainty, the sin of weakness of faith, and distrust in His Word leading to 

unbelief - apistia.  

 

There is one more example in Romans 4. You know the story of Abraham and Sarah. They 

were elderly, and had no children, yet God promised so many children to Abraham that 

their children would be as countless as the stars. Romans 4:3 says, “For what saith the 

Scripture? Abraham believed [It says believed, but the word is pisteuo, faithed.] God, and 

it was counted unto him for righteousness.”  

 

To understand why this was so, you must first understand the story. Romans 4:19 explains, 

“And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was 

about a hundred years old, neither yet the deadness [or in the Greek, the dead state] of 

Sarah’s womb.” They were old and did not have any children. It should be impossible for 

them at this point to have any children. But, Abraham believed, he faithed, what God’s 

Word said would be true and it was counted to Abraham for righteousness; he faithed that 

God would perform what He said.  

 

Verse 20 says tells us, “He staggered [or wavered] not at the promise of God through 

unbelief….” This is the same Greek word, apistia. Even though in the natural flesh it 

seemed impossible, even though Sarah was too old to have children, God said she would 

become fertile and be able to have children, even though her natural womb was in a dead 

state as the Greek puts it. “He [Abraham] wavered not at the promise of God through 

apistia; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God. 

And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.” Abraham was not weak in faith, 

he was not faithless, he was trusting of God, and he was certain what God said was going to 

happen. Know that because He is still the same God who will perform the promise also for 

us, we have promises today that we can claim.  

 

Do not dwell in the land of doubt. I am sure very few Christians reading this think they 

rejected Christ, but there are different ways to reject Him. Be aware that one way, is if you 

begin having doubts that lead to a rejection of His power with a lack of confidence in it. 

Turn yourself around by asking God to intervene. Just as the man did about his son who 

was demon possessed. He asked Christ to, “Help my unbelief.” It is not too late. Do what 

Abraham did. Do not waver at the promises of God through apistia. Even though 

something may seem impossible, God was not finished with Abraham or Sarah and He is 

not finished with you either; we have more promises to quench our doubts than Abraham 



 

 

 

did. Be in a state where you have become fully persuaded that what He promised will come 

to pass. Christ promised He would never leave us nor forsake us no matter what the 

circumstance, no matter what the trial, no matter what the situation. He promised never to 

leave us nor forsake us because He is not finished with us.  

 

I know that because of Philippians 1:6, which states, “Being confident of this very thing, 

that he [Christ] which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ….” You are a good work because of what the Holy Spirit produces in you. 

Through the Fruit of the Spirit, there is nothing that you can produce but a good work.  

The last words of this verse state “will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ,” but that is 

not entirely correct. The Greek says, “a good work in you he will finish and complete 

until the day of Jesus Christ or his return.” I am a work in progress. I might have doubts, 

but I pray God will do what He has to do to take my doubts where they do not lead to 

unbelief, apistia, but keep me on track with His Word, His promises, and what He has said 

in His Word so I can have a firm foundation on Him. Even though I might slip, He will pick 

me up if I keep my focus and understand that I am not a finished work yet, but He is doing 

the finishing and the completing, and I must be confident of that very thing. “Being 

confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun….” 
 

When Christ called you, when He chose you that was just the beginning. Know what Christ 

starts He will finish. The criteria is to not dwell in the apistia, but dwell in the pisteuo and 

the pistis. Our part is to accomplish the faithing, which we do by trusting in Him and His 

Word. Do not let the devil fill your mind with doubts that leads to unbelief. Trust in Christ. 

Do not reject Him. Trust the power of Christ and His Word and have confidence in it and 

faith through it on a daily basis. I am claiming, and you can claim too, that you will be a 

completed and finished work by the Potter. I pray you understand to not let your doubts 

lead to the sin of unbelief. Have confidence in Christ, have confidence in His power, have 

confidence in His Word, and keep on faithing. 
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